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Landscape Review 

The Impact DuPage Landscape Review Committee1 (Committee) was charged with the collection of contextual 
information that would help Impact DuPage understand DuPage County residents’ perception of well-being.  Using 
qualitative research methods, the Committee sought to answer the following questions:  
 

1. What is important to the community?  
2. How is quality of life perceived?  
3. What assets can be used to improve community well-being?  

 

Existing Qualitative Data Sources 

The Committee met between June 2014 and November 2014 to review potential sources of qualitative data, discuss and 

select data collection methods, develop strategies for participant recruitment, and implement data collection.  Members 

explored existing sources of data and discussed how that information might be incorporated into the Landscape Review 

process.  Data sources included People’s Resource Center’s (PRC) All Client Survey, Community Health Needs 

Assessments (CHNAs) completed by local hospitals, and other assessments completed by health and human service 

organizations, schools districts, municipalities, and local collaborations.   

Ultimately, members decided it was best to design a data collection tool that would capture resident perspectives 

regarding community well-being.  Existing data sources were viewed as complementary. Committee members selected 

survey research as the primary method to capture resident perspectives.  In addition to the survey, the Committee 

decided to pilot a secondary data collection method called Photovoice.  Photovoice asks participants to use photography 

to record and reflect on their community’s strengths and needs.  This approach was chosen due to its interactive nature 

and its capability of engaging underrepresented populations - populations who might be less likely to provide input 

through a traditional survey.   

Survey Methodology 

Survey Design 

The Community Themes and Strengths Assessment (CTSA), a component of the Mobilizing for Action through Planning 

and Partnerships (MAPP) process, was a valuable resource for the Committee. The CTSA is often used by public health 

systems to evaluate community health by answering questions such as: What is important to our community? How is 

quality of life perceived in our community? and What assets do we have that can be used to improve community health?  

After consulting several MAPP Community Themes and Strengths Assessment surveys from other communities, the 

group selected one survey used by the Partnership for a Healthier Fairfax to serve as a template. Survey questions were 

adapted to make them applicable to DuPage County.  

The paper survey was piloted at the well-attended Annual Back to School Fair on August 6, 2014, hosted by Catholic 

Charities. The Back to School Fair helps prepare children from low-income DuPage County households for a new school 

year by providing a variety of services and resources, including free school supplies, immunizations, physicals, dental 

                                                           
1 Committee roster available in Appendix I. 
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exams and more. Several committee members participated in the event and collected 124 surveys from attendees. The 

opportunity allowed committee members to gain valuable insights to improve the survey.  Based on feedback regarding 

the pilot survey, the final survey answer selections were shortened and the overall literacy level was adjusted to make 

the survey more accessible.   

Once the survey was finalized (Appendices II and III), countywide roll out details were determined. An electronic version 

of the survey was created in SurveyMonkey. A paper version was created for respondents who may not have access to a 

computer or who may be uncomfortable with technology. Prior to the survey launch, communication tools were 

developed to promote the survey.  Tools included an Impact DuPage flyer, an e-mail template, and social media 

messages (Appendices IV and V). The survey was administered in the community from September 10th – October 31, 

2014.  

The survey contained questions on DuPage County’s greatest strengths, important health concerns, risky behaviors, 

community and personal health, and where the community should focus its attention to make things better in DuPage 

County. The survey collected respondent demographic information including zip code, sex, age, marital status, children 

living in home, DuPage County residency, household income, level of education, race, ethnicity, where respondents 

receive healthcare and how they pay for healthcare.  The survey was available in both English and Spanish. 

Survey Distribution 

Using the networks of Committee members, information regarding the launch of the survey was distributed via:  

 An e-blast to villages sent by the DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference (notices were then placed in their 
village newsletters and/or sent to residents);  

 Behavioral Health Services listserv; 

 Benedictine student listserv; 

 Bensenville Early Childhood Collaborative (40 providers); 

 Boards of local non-profit organizations (DuPage Federation, DuPage Board of Health, etc.); 

 Chambers of commerce; 

 Child care providers (504 providers); 

 Church congregations (LOVE Christian Clearinghouse – 100+ congregations, Feeding The Soul Christian 
Ministries);  

 CommunityPoint (308 community members that provide human services to DuPage County residents);  

 DuPage County Community Resource Information System (CRIS) Account Users; 

 DuPage Chiefs of Police Association (38 DuPage County Police Agencies);  

 DuPage Community Foundation donors, agency contacts, and professional advisors (2,495 constituents);  

 DuPage County PTAs (10,000+ DuPage County parents);  

 DuPage Homeless Continuum (104 members);  

 Early Childhood Collaborative (85 key leaders in early childhood field); 

 Food pantries (Community Hunger Network); 

 Hospitals; 

 Latino Service Provider Network;  

 NAACP of Naperville;  

 Public libraries; 
 



 

3 
 

(Survey distribution continued) 
 

 Staff of local non-profit organizations (DuPage Federation, DuPage County Health Department, People’s 
Resource Center, etc.)  

 Townships (Winfield, Wayne and Naperville); and 

 Virtual Backpacks (DuPage County school districts)  
 

Paper surveys were located at People's Resource Center, DuPage PADS, Adventist Hinsdale and Glen Oaks hospital 

waiting rooms, HCS Community Services food pantry, multiple Federally Qualified Health Clinic (FQHC) sites, DuPage 

County Health Department, Family Shelter Service, Outreach Community Ministries, and 360 Youth Services. 

The survey was featured in village newsletters and various agency websites and social media accounts. An article 

regarding the survey written by Kim Perez at People's Resource Center was featured in mySuburbanLife.com. A press 

release went out in early September as well. 

Challenges 

Due to the fact that the survey was opt-in, the Committee focused on capturing a representative sample of DuPage 

County residents rather than concentrate on a response rate. During September – October, weekly updates were sent to 

members tracking the demographics of respondents. The spreadsheet compared Census data of the larger DuPage 

County population to respondent demographics so that underrepresented populations could be targeted for survey 

participation. 

Committee members were mindful of the sample size’s margin of error and confidence level. According to several 

survey research sources, a population of 1,000,000 (DuPage County total population estimate) requires at least 384 

respondents for a 5% margin of error (answers reflect the view of the population) and at least 664 respondents for a 

99% confidence level (the sample accurately samples the population). Both of these thresholds were surpassed with the 

survey’s total of 2,164 responses.  

Paper surveys were more difficult to administer than those in the electronic format. The electronic survey forced 

respondents to follow the instructions (e.g., select three choices). If a respondent checked more or less choices than 

asked, our protocol was to not include the survey.  As a result, there were a total of 241 paper surveys that were 

excluded.  

Although it is difficult to determine if an individual took the survey multiple times, communication tools were crafted to 

emphasize the importance of hearing from every DuPage County resident and to thank individuals if they had already 

taken the survey.  

Survey Findings 

A total of 2,164 responses were collected from DuPage County residents. Of those, 2,111 completed the survey in 

English and 53 completed the survey in Spanish. A summary of the respondent demographics can be found in Appendix 

VI.  The summary below contains the ten highest ranking selections with the three highest ranking selections bolded for 

most questions. For a complete list of rankings for all selections, see the Final Analysis including comments in 

Appendices VII and VIII. 
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Survey Findings (continued) 

What are the three greatest strengths of DuPage County? 

 Good Schools (58%) 

 Low Crime/Safe Neighborhoods (42%) 

 Parks and Recreation (30%) 

 Police, Fire, Rescue Services (21%) 

 Friendly Community (20%) 

 Access to Healthcare (20%) 

 Clean Environment (18%) 

 Good Jobs & Healthy Economy (14%) 

 Walkable, Bikeable Community (12%) 

 Access to Affordable, Healthy Food (9%) 
 

What do you think are the three most important health concerns in DuPage County?  

 Alcohol/Drug Abuse (41%) 

 Mental Health Problems (37%) 

 Obesity (Overweight) (26%) 

 Housing that is Safe and Affordable (25%) 

 Aging Problems (e.g., arthritis, hearing/vision loss) (20%) 

 Too Much Screen Time/Technology Use (18%) 

 Cancers (17%) 

 Domestic Violence (14%) 

 Bullying (13%) 

 Heart Disease and Stroke (12%) 
 

What are the top three risky behaviors in DuPage County?  

 Alcohol/Drug Abuse (70%) 

 Being Overweight (40%) 

 Poor Nutrition/Eating Habits (38%) 

 Lack of Exercise (30%) 

 Too Much Screen Time/Technology Use (26%) 

 Tobacco Use/Smoking (24%) 

 Lack of Care Safety (e.g., car seats, seat belts, cell phone use) (19%) 

 Unfairness towards other Races/Cultures (15%) 

 Dropping Out of School (13%)  

 Not Getting “Shots”/Vaccines to Prevent Disease (11%) 
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Survey Findings (continued) 

How would you rate the health of our community?  

 Somewhat Healthy (50%) 

 Healthy (39%) 

 Unhealthy (6%) 

 Very Healthy (3%) 

 Very Unhealthy (1%) 
 

How would you rate your personal health?  

 Healthy (49%) 

 Somewhat Healthy (31%) 

 Very Healthy (14%) 

 Unhealthy (6%) 

 Very Unhealthy (1%) 
 

Where should the community focus its attention to make things better in DuPage County?  

 Good Jobs and Healthy Economy (35%) 

 Affordable Housing (28%) 

 Access to Mental Health Treatment (23%) 

 Low Crime/Safe Neighborhoods (22%) 

 Access to Alcohol/Drug Abuse Treatment (18%) 

 Schools (15%) 

 Public Transportation (15%) 

 Homeless Services (14%) 

 Access to Healthcare (13%) 

 Senior Services (11%) 
 

Photovoice 

The Photovoice method of collecting feedback involves participants using photography to share what they see as 

important in their community. Photovoice was considered a pilot for purposes of this assessment and not included as 

part of the final assessment findings.  However, committee members viewed the method as innovative and appreciated 

its potential to engage populations that did not participate in the survey. Further, its ability to be used in print and 

electronic media seemed useful for the Impact DuPage website and launch. Photovoice has four overall goals, including 

(1) help people record and think about their community’s strengths and problems; (2) identify important issues through 

group discussion and photographs; (3) get the attention of community decision makers; and (4) work toward positive 

change in our community.  

Photovoice Design 

Committee members selected three questions for participants to answer using photography: 
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 What are the greatest strengths of DuPage County? 

 What do you love about DuPage County and/or what makes you proud of your community?  

 What does wellness (or well-being) mean to you?  
 

Orientation materials were developed for participants (Appendices IX). The orientation contained basic information 

about Impact DuPage, Photovoice questions and process, guidelines, brainstorming ideas, and consent form details.  

Photovoice Participants 

Due to time constraints, logistics, and capacity, the committee felt it most effective to pilot Photovoice with several 

existing groups. Members emphasized the need to engage underrepresented populations. As a result, the following 

groups were selected for Photovoice participation:  

 Community High School District 94, West Chicago 
Two English as a Second Language (ESL) classes, 28 students 

 People’s Resource Center, Wheaton 
Kid’s Art Junior High (5th – 7th graders), 15 participants 

 People’s Resource Center, Wheaton 
Volunteers – Announcement sent out via web-based newsletter which reaches about 2,500 individuals 

Photovoice Findings 

A total of 10 participants submitted photos to Impact DuPage, answering the three questions above. These photos 

included grocery stores, libraries, police stations, medical/dental clinic, and faith communities.  Below are two examples 

of photos submitted by Photovoice participants.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because of the limitations of the information collected through the Photovoice pilot, this information was not included 

in the review of key findings with the Impact DuPage Steering Committee.  However, committee members plan to use 

Photovoice as a way to engage underrepresented populations in future Impact DuPage activities.  

“One of the strengths in DuPage County is having 

school. School is really important in my life and in 

others because it helps me learn and prepares me for 

my career in the future.” 

“One of the greatest strengths of DuPage County is 

the Morton Arboretum. We are blessed to have this 

lovely preserved piece of land and beautiful 

landscape for all to view. It is a wonderful ‘get away’ 

place in the midst of our busy county.” 
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Appendices 

I. Landscape Review Committee Member List 
II. Impact DuPage Survey (English) 
III. Impact DuPage Survey (Spanish) 
IV. Communication Tool: Impact DuPage Flyer 
V. Communication Tool: E-Mail and Social Media Messaging 
VI. Respondent Demographics 
VII. Impact DuPage Survey Final Analysis 
VIII. Impact DuPage Survey Comments 
IX. Photovoice Guide 
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Appendix I:  Landscape Review Committee Member List 

Committee Member Title Organization 

Amy Snodgrass (Team Lead) Associate Director, Operations DuPage Federation on Human Services 

Barb Szczepaniak Director of Programs The DuPage Community Foundation 

Carol Simler Executive Director DuPage PADS 

Courtney Simek (Chair) Executive Director Positive Parenting DuPage 

Eve Ginjauma Community Relations Coordinator Access DuPage 

Elizabeth Higgins Senior Director of Empowerment 
Programs 

People’s Resource Center 

Dr. Joseph Gust Assistant Regional Superintendent DuPage County Regional Office of Education 

Marianne Pokorny Child Care Resource & Referral 
Assistant Manager 

YWCA Metropolitan Chicago 

Mark Baloga Executive Director DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference 

Rabia Mukhtar Intern DuPage County Health Department 

Rob Baechle (Chair) Associate Director of Clinical 
Services – BHS 

DuPage County Health Department 

Sarah Troll Population Health Coordinator DuPage County Health Department 
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Appendix II:  Community Survey (English) 
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Appendix III: Community Survey (Spanish) 
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Appendix IV: Communication Tool: Impact DuPage Flyer 
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Appendix V:  Communication Tool: E-Mail and Social Media Messaging 

Impact DuPage Survey: E-Mail Message Template 
 
We need your input to move DuPage County forward! 
 
Impact DuPage is a group of community leaders and organizations working together to understand the needs and 
priorities of DuPage County residents.  
 
By offering your voice and opinions in this survey, you will help Impact DuPage improve the well-being of DuPage 
County. We will be collecting surveys from Monday, September 8th – Friday, October 31st, 2014. The survey will take an 
estimated 3-5 minutes to complete.  
 
This survey is available online in English at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/impactdupage and the Spanish version 
may be found at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/impactdupageespanol  
 
Please ask family, friends, and co-workers to take the online survey. Paper surveys are also available at specific locations 
throughout the community.  
 
Our goal is to hear one response from each DuPage County resident. If you have already taken this survey, thank you for 
your participation! 
 
Survey results will be available to the public once the assessment process has been completed. 
 
For more information about the survey, contact Amy Snodgrass, DuPage Federation on Human Services Reform, at 
asnodgrass@dupagefederation.org.  
 
[Optional add-in blurb for prospective paper survey sites: Impact DuPage is striving to capture the thoughts and opinions 
of a diverse and representative sample of DuPage County residents. Help us reach participants by allowing us to place 
paper surveys at your site. For more information or to discuss details, please contact Amy Snodgrass, DuPage Federation 
on Human Services Reform, at asnodgrass@dupagefederation.org.] 
 

Social Media Messages 
 
We need your input to move DuPage County forward! Offer your voice and opinion by taking the Impact DuPage survey 
today http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/impactdupage 
 
Help us understand the needs and priorities of DuPage County residents. Take the Impact DuPage online survey 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/impactdupage 
 
Make an impact! Take the Impact DuPage online survey http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/impactdupage Ask your 
family, friends, and co-workers to share their thoughts, too. 
 
Help bring our community’s well-being into sharper focus. Impact DuPage wants to hear from you! 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/impactdupage  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/impactdupage
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/impactdupageespanol
mailto:asnodgrass@dupagefederation.org
mailto:asnodgrass@dupagefederation.org
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/impactdupage
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/impactdupage
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/impactdupage
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/impactdupage
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Appendix VI:  Respondent Demographics 
A total of 2,164 responses were collected from DuPage County residents. Of those, 2,111 completed the survey in 

English and 53 completed the survey in Spanish. A summary of the respondent demographics and survey findings is 

below. 

 DuPage County 

(ACS, 2012) 

Survey 

(R = 2,164) 

Percentage Count 

Sex 

     Female 51% 71% 1,477 

     Male 49% 29% 612 

Age 

     1 – 17 years 24% 1% 13 

     18 – 24  9% 4% 83 

     25 – 34 13% 12% 249 

     35 – 44 13% 20% 420 

     45 – 64  29% 49% 1044 

     65 – 80  11% 15% 314 

Marital Status 

     Single 30% 21% 441 

     Married 55% 64% 1,360 

     Divorced 9% 12% 248 

     Widowed 5% 3% 70 

     80 + 2% 1% 21 

Do you have children under the age of 18 living in your home? 

     Yes 35% 42% 899 

     No 65% 58% 1,251 
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 DuPage County 

(ACS, 2012) 

Survey 

(R = 2,164) 

Do you live in DuPage County? 

     Yes  100% 2,164 

     No  0% 0 

Do you work in DuPage County? 

     Yes  60% 1,286 

     No  40% 847 

Annual household income 

     < $9,999 4% 9% 178 

     $10,000-$29,999 10% 15% 312 

     $30,000-$49,999 18% 11% 227 

     $50,000-$74,999 17% 15% 298 

     $75,000-$99,999 15% 15% 297 

     $100,000+ 38% 35% 713 

Highest level of education 

     Less than high school 8% 3% 58 

     High school/GED 20% 10% 209 

     Some college  

29% 

17% 367 

     Associates/Technical degree 8% 170 

     Bachelor’s degree 27% 32% 683 

     Graduate degree or higher 16% 31% 653 
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 DuPage County 

(ACS, 2012) 

Survey 

(R = 2,164) 

Ethnicity 

     Hispanic/Latino 14% 8% 174 

     Non-Hispanic 86% 92% 1,926 

Race 

     African American/Black 5% 6% 125 

     Asian 10% 2% 51 

     Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0% 0% 4 

     American Indian/Alaska Native 0% 0% 8 

     White/Caucasian 80% 86% 1,803 

     Other 2% 4% 88 

     Multiracial 2% 2% 35 
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 Survey 

(R = 2,164) 

Where do you usually go when you are sick or need healthcare?  

    Doctor’s office 87% 1,867 

    Public Health Clinic 3% 74 

    Community Health Center 3% 54 

    Hospital Emergency Department 4% 78 

    Other 3% 69 

How do you pay for your healthcare? 

     Pay cash/No insurance 5% 101 

     Private health insurance 65% 1,373 

     Medicare 14% 302 

     Medicaid 10% 204 

How do you pay for your healthcare (continued)? 

     Veteran’s Administration (VA) 0% 8 

     Indian Health Services 0% 1 

     Other 6% 137 

 

 

Municipality Zip Code(s)* English Responses Spanish Responses Total Responses 

Wheaton 60187, 60189 262 0 262 

Elmhurst 60126 216 0 216 

Naperville 60540, 60565, 

60563, 60564 

192 0 192 

West Chicago 60185 136 10 146 

Glen Ellyn 60137 136 2 138 

Lombard 60148 106 2 108 

Carol Stream 60188 95 4 99 
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Municipality Zip Code(s)* English Responses Spanish Responses Total Responses 

Woodridge 60517 85 3 88 

Bloomingdale 60108 84 0 84 

Downers Grove 60515, 60516 83 0 83 

Westmont 60559 62 4 66 

Bensenville 60106 53 0 53 

Villa Park 60181 46 1 47 

Lisle 60532 42 0 42 

Winfield 60190 42 0 42 

Hinsdale 60521 40 0 40 

Glendale Heights 60139 42 4 46 

Bartlett 60103 38 0 38 

Warrenville 60555 38 2 41 

Willowbrook 60527 40 0 40 

Roselle 60172 29 0 29 

Wood Dale 60191 29 0 29 

Addison 60101 27 9 36 

Oak Brook 60523 20 0 20 

Darien 60561 21 0 21 

Itasca 60143 14 0 14 

Hanover Park 60133 13 1 14 

Clarendon Hills 60514 12 2 14 

 

*This chart contains only zip codes that had over three respondents participate in the survey. For a complete list of zip codes, contact the Landscape Review 

Committee team lead.  
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Appendix VII:  Impact DuPage Community Survey 

Final Analysis (DuPage County residents only) 
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Appendix VIII: Impact DuPage Survey Open-Ended Comments – Themes  

 

What are the three greatest strengths of DuPage County?  

Location: Access to the city of Chicago, O’Hare airport, highways and public transportation 

Low crime rate: Safety, prosecution of criminal offenders 

Forest preserves 

Services: Accessibility, availability, and collaboration between non-profits and government, including mental 

health services and food pantries 

What do you think are the three most important health concerns in DuPage County? 

Drug abuse: Heroin, particularly by young people 

Pollution: Noise, water, and air 

Uninsured and underinsured residents: Health care, including mental health care, for individuals who fall 

between the cracks, including seniors that are disabled, working people not on Medicaid unable to afford 

significant out-of-pocket costs, recent immigrants, low-income households, and those ineligible for tax credits 

because household member offered costly employer coverage for dependents 

What are the top three “risky behaviors” in DuPage County? 

 Reckless driving: Drinking and driving, texting and driving, drivers unaware of cyclists, road rage 

 Drugs: Heroin use, marijuana, particularly in middle and high schools 

Where should the community focus its attention to make things better in DuPage County? 

Parks and recreation activities: Maintain clean environment, parks and recreation, bike and walking paths, 

additional after work cycling and recreation options, more biking trails, including single track trails for mountain 

biking, encourage outdoor activities for families, increase awareness of bike/cyclist community 

Reduce taxes 

Affordable housing: Portion throughout County, focus on housing for vulnerable populations such as the elderly 

Flood prevention and reduction: Develop an overall, comprehensive approach to flood and stormwater 

management 

Access to nutritional services and healthy food: Increase healthy eating initiatives, DuPage fiber initiative, more 

affordable healthy restaurants (as an alternative to unhealthy fast food) 

Alcohol/drug use prevention and treatment 
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Appendix IX:  Photovoice Guide 

DRIVING DUPAGE FORWARD  

Photovoice 
 

Well-being begins where we live, learn, work and play. Opportunities for well-being start at home, in our neighborhoods and work 
places. All people—regardless of background, education or money—should have the chance to make choices that lead to a long and 

healthy life. 
-Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

 
 

Impact DuPage is a group of leaders and organizations working together to determine community 
needs and priorities that will improve the well-being of DuPage County. This work is being done by 
looking at the facts and by listening to community voices. We need numbers as well as stories and 
experiences to bring the picture of our community’s well-being into focus.  
 

This is where you come in – we need input from you through pictures. We will use these pictures to 
share with others so they can see what is important to you about your community and what matters 
to you.  
 

What are the greatest strengths of DuPage County?  
 

What do you love about DuPage County and/or what  
makes you proud of your community? 

  

What does wellness (or well-being) mean to you?  
 

You will not need to print the pictures, but simply submit them with your name and a brief 
explanation to the e-mail address: impactdupage@dupagehealth.org. The brief explanation may 
include a description of what the eye sees, explanation of the unseen “story” behind the image, how 
the image could educate people, etc. 
 

We have provided specific guidelines in the following pages.  
 

We thank you and look forward to seeing our community through your eyes!  
 

If you have any questions or need any assistance, please call Amy Snodgrass at the DuPage Federation 
on Human Services Reform at (630) 782-4783 or asnodgrass@dupagefederation.org.    

mailto:impactdupage@dupagehealth.org
mailto:asnodgrass@dupagefederation.org
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What are the greatest strengths of DuPage County?  
 

What do you love about DuPage County and/or what  
makes you proud of your community? 

  

What does wellness (well-being) mean to you?  
 
What do I take pictures of?  
 

 What do you see and appreciate in your everyday life? You could take pictures throughout your day. 
Afterwards, look at the pictures and see what stands out for you. 
 

 Pretend you are taking pictures to send to a pen pal from another part of the world. What would you 
want to share about yourself and where you live? 

 

 Start with an opinion or idea. Have you ever wanted to write a letter to the editor of the newspaper? 
What would you say? Now, try to create a picture that gets your idea across.  

 

 Make a collection of pictures showing all the things about your community you are proud of.  
 

 Use your emotions as a cue. Consider where you live and how you live… what gives you a strong 
emotional response (excited, happy, relief…)? Tell the story.  

 

 Spend some time really looking around you. Take a walk around your neighborhood or repeat the first 
item from this list (pictures of a typical day). This time only take pictures of things you have never 
noticed before.  
 

What is important to you? What is a big part of your life? Take pictures of objects, people, services, places, 
etc…  
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Photovoice Guidelines 
  

Stay safe. 
 Don’t take any risks. 

 Don’t go anywhere you wouldn’t usually go, or do anything you wouldn’t usually do.  

 Take a friend.  

 Be aware of what’s around you.  
 

Be respectful. 
 Always ask first, even if this means missing the perfect shot.  

 You must have permission before taking pictures of people. 

 Remember, the goal is to connect with others and share ideas. Don’t upset people. This may give the 
whole project a bad name.  

 

Large crowds, landscape or scenery 
 You do not need a Release Form if people are too small to be recognizable. 

 It is still a good idea to ask permission before taking a picture of private property (someone’s house or 
yard, for example).  

 

For pictures with people 
 Have your subjects sign a Release Form before taking any pictures.  

 Be especially careful when taking pictures of children. Talk to the parents first, and have a parent sign a 
Release Form.  

 Do not take pictures of people who are in “private”, such as through a window in their home.  

 Ask yourself, “Would I mind if someone took a picture of me in this situation?” 
 

For each picture 
 Provide a brief explanation for each picture 

 We only need electronic pictures – there is no need to print them 

 Submit each picture electronically to: impactdupage@dupagehealth.org 

 Don’t forget to include your name! 

 Have pictures submitted via e-mail no later than ______________________. 

 Your pictures will be shared with the public. 
 
 

mailto:impactdupage@dupagehealth.org
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Use this page to BRAINSTORM… 

What matters to me?  
 

Think about: WHERE YOU LIVE and HOW YOU LIVE… 
 

Things I think are strengths of DuPage County…  
Close to me: Wider community: 

 My home, street, neighborhood 

 My relationships with others 

  
 

  

  

  

 

Things I love about DuPage County…  
Close to me: Wider community: 

 My home, street, neighborhood 

 My relationships with others 

  
 

  

  

  

 

Things make me proud of DuPage County…  
Close to me: Wider community: 

 My home, street, neighborhood 

 My relationships with others 

  
 

  

  

  

 

Things that mean health to me…  
Close to me: Wider community: 

 My home, street, neighborhood 

 My relationships with others 

  
 

  

  

  

Now, think of an image or picture that would tell this. 
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CONSENT FORM 
This form must be used if you are taking a picture of someone else! 
 

You are invited to have your picture taken by one of the photographers involved with the 
Impact DuPage Photovoice project.  
 
Impact DuPage is a group of leaders and organizations working together to determine 
community needs and priorities that will improve the well-being of DuPage County. This work 
is being done by looking at the facts and by listening to community voices. Besides numbers 
and figures, we need photos of your stories and experiences to bring the picture of our 
community’s well-being into focus.  
 
Photovoice has four goals:  

1. To help people record and think about their community’s strengths and problems, 
2. Identify important issues through group discussion and photographs, 
3. Get the attention of community decision makers, and  
4. Work toward positive change in our community. 

 
Pictures taken through the Photovoice project will be shown to others in order to create awareness about 
community strengths and priorities. This may include presentations to decision-makers, Impact DuPage 
materials, and/or published on the Impact DuPage website. Others viewing the pictures may recognize you, 
but there will be no names or contact information. Photographs will not be used to make money.  
 
Please sign this form if you agree to have your photograph taken by a participant of Photovoice.  
 
If you would like a copy of the photograph taken of you, please write down your e-mail address below.  
 
   

Subject Name                                                             Photographer Name 
 
 
   

Signature                                                                     Date 
 
 
 

E-Mail Address 
 


